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scientific discussion. 

 

Keywords: Central Asia, Russia, England, colonial policy, Bukhara Emirate, 

Khanates, Afghanistan, Balkh, Maimana, Herat, Kunduz, Khoja Salih, Kelif, 

Murghab, Marv, territorial border. 

 

At the end of the 19th century, Tsarist Russia's occupation of Central Asian khanates 

and Bukhara Emirate led to a number of disputes with the British kingdom on the 

issue of Central Asia. In particular, after Russia occupied Badakhshan and Wakhan 

regions in the south of Tajikistan, England's colonial policy in India began to be 

undermined [1]. Therefore, the Indian Department of the British Foreign Office 

began to strongly warn.  In May 1870, the Indian government sent a letter to Duke 

Argalsky, minister of the Indian Department, with proposals for a new solution to 

the problem. In it, the question of the division of the border of Afghanistan and the 

political influence on Central Asia was raised. It seems that the issue of neutral 

territory has been abandoned in this nome. At the suggestion of the Indian 

government, the territory of Dost Muhammad's time should be taken as the basis 

for demarcating the borders of Afghanistan. In the north, the main border was to 

be defined along the Amudarya in the west, Balkh in the east, and Badakhshan in 

the east[25]. 

In the north-west, the border was to pass between Khoja Salih and Kerki kechuvs, 

and include Afghanistan's Balkh, Andkhoi and Maymana and Herat, and the 

Herirud and Murghab rivers that enter it. In this agreement, the main focus is on 

the strategic point of Khoja Salih. A. Burns also noted the importance of the 

address. But Stremoukhov suspected him[12]. However, in the correspondence of 

the British government, Khoja Salih was asked to be included in Afghanistan, even 

if necessary, if necessary, he would make concessions to the Russians. The new 

proposals of the Government of India signaled a change in the policy of the British 

Government. The territory of Afghanistan should include all the provinces and the 

territory that was part of the Sherali Khan state during Dost Muhammad's time.
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According to Buchanan, Stremoukhov admitted that the Russian government is not 

against the introduction of Khoja Salih into the territory of Afghanistan. It is only 

necessary to determine the area through which its border passes. It is noted that 

Turkmenistan and Marv have important trade value for Russia. 

During this period, Russia lost time, Russian diplomats were never in a hurry. 

France was defeated by Germany[24]. Taking advantage of this favorable situation, 

Russia obtained the right to establish a military fleet in the Black Sea, obtaining the 

cancellation of the discriminatory treaty concluded in Paris. In addition, Russia 

strengthened its political position in Central Asia and began preparing for a military 

campaign to conquer the independent Khanate of Khiva[13]. 

British diplomats did not rush to quickly solve the border in Central Asia. But they 

began to squeeze Russia because of the danger of expanding its sphere of influence 

over the neighboring countries of Asia. British diplomats in London began to look 

at Russia's policy in Central Asia with suspicion and threaten it[26]. England began 

to emphasize that if the situation did not improve, it would quickly come to an 

agreement with Germany and Austria, or contact the rulers of Central Asia, and 

start a fight against Russia, and many problems would arise. 

The Russian Ambassador to England admits to Foreign Minister Gorchakov that 

the current British government has increased its attention to the people's 

movements in Turkestan, Afghanistan, Iran, and the events around the Caspian 

Sea[14]. 

In September 1872, the new ambassador of England A. Loftus, who visited the 

exhibition in Moscow, met General Kaufman and quickly informed the Minister of 

Foreign Affairs, Grenville, asking him to come to Moscow and take advantage of 

this situation[23]. A. Loftus says in his memoirs that it is necessary to seriously 

determine the border of northern Afghanistan, that is, the bastion of India. And 

Lord Grenville believes that if the Russians march into Afghanistan, Sherali Khan 

has the right to fully protect the territory of Afghanistan along the Amudarya and 

Khoja Salih's lands. In fact, he proposes that Afghanistan's northern territorial 

boundary be as follows: 

1. The territory of Badakhshan and Wakhan, from Sarikol in the south to the 

confluence of Kokcha and Panj in the Amudarya should be the border of northern 

Afghanistan[15]. 

2. Afghan Turkestan: Kunduz, Khulm, and Balkh, from the confluence of the 

Kokcha river to the Amudarya to the lands of Khoja Salih, that is, to the main road 

of Bukhara to Balkh, should be the border of northern Afghanistan. The Afghan 

emir has no right to claim the lands on the northern banks of the Amudarya. 

3. Aqcha, Saripul, Maimana, Shibirgan, Andkhoy regions located on the north-

western border of Afghanistan border the Turkmen deserts. On the western border 

of Afghanistan between Herat and Iran lies the province of Khorasan, and there is 

no need for a border[16]. 
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General Kaufman, in his document on the territory of Afghanistan, said that the 

Afghan rulers, including Dost Muhammad, were never the rulers of Badakhshan 

and Vakhani. These regions paid tribute to the ruler of Badakhshan, Jahandor 

Shah, the emir of Kabul, and gave Dost Muhammad ruby and lapis lazuli stones for 

the internal peace of the country. But the rulers of Badakhshan did not pay tribute, 

and after the death of Dostmuhammed, they decided to go under the rule of the 

emir of Bukhara, Muzaffariddin. At the same time, due to the invasion of the 

Russians, this action was not carried out. Kaufman writes that when Jahandor 

overthrew the king with the help of Sherali Khan, he felt the reality of a coup d'état 

within the country[22]. Because their nephews, Jahandor Shah, Mahmud Shah, 

and Mirzabshahs, who were paying tribute to the Afghan emir, did not pay any 

tribute when they recognized the supreme ruler because they were entrenched in 

Badakhshan[17]. 

In a letter written by General Kaufman to Prince Gorchakov on November 29, 1872, 

although he did not approach this issue very deeply, England wanted to use 

Badakhshan and Wakhan as a weapon against Russia's policy in Central Asia. 

Rawlinson's comments published in the British "Times" newspaper, "Great Britain 

is actually more interested in Russia's operations on the Caspian coast and the Aral 

Sea than in neutralizing the border countries south of Bukhara," revealed England's 

political tricks. 

As Kaufman noted, the development of demarcation in this way is dangerous for 

the Central Asian region, especially the annexation of Badakhshan and Wakhan to 

the territory of Sherali Khan would cause great problems[18]. The fact that the 

occupation of these two regions by General Kaufman was connected to the 

expansion of the lands of Bukhara, the territory of Karategin adjacent to the lands 

of the Kokand Khanate, and the fact that this territory was connected to Yakubbek's 

Kashgar property in the north-east indicated that the relations between England 

and Russia became more complicated. Therefore, he supported the possibility of 

these two regions being independent without being dependent on the Bukhara 

Emirate and the Kabul Emirate. At the same time, Kaufman did not oppose 

Grenville's proposal to extend the Afghan borders to the west of the Amudarya. 

Gorchakov was also satisfied with these arguments[19]. On October 17, 1872, he 

sent Brunov a letter from Kaufman, adding that it was the opinion of the Russian 

government. He drew four conclusions from Grenville's proposal: 

1. He agrees that the northern border of Afghanistan should be taken along the 

course of Amudarya, but from the confluence of Kokcha to Khoja Salih. 

2. At the same time, Gorchakov allowed the expansion of the Afghan territory to the 

confluence of the Kokcha River with the Amudarya, but considering the 

independence of Badakhshan and Vakhan, he resisted the inclusion of these two 

possessions in Afghanistan[20]. 
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3. According to Gorchakov, the transfer of Badakhshan and Vakhan to Afghanistan 

caused many conflicts between Afghanistan and Bukhara Emirate. Ensuring the 

independence of these two states of Central Asia could become a guarantee of peace 

in this region. 

4. Although Gorchakov agreed with Grenville's opinion about the reserves of Aqcha, 

Saripul, Maimana, Shibirgan and Andkhoi, he doubted their entry into the 

ownership of the Afghan emir[21]. 

It is clear that the negotiations have reached an impasse. Both sides were firm in 

their opinions and did not give in to each other. New factors that appeared in 

Russia's foreign policy forced him to make concessions. 

 

REFERENCES 

1. Zapiska o severnoy granitse Afghanistan. Afganskoe razgranichenie, SPb, 1885. 

str. 15-17. 

2. Khidoyatov G.A. Iz istorii anglo-russkikh otnosheniy v Sredney Asiai v XIX c. M., 

1979. str. 78 

3. Zokir Eshboltaevich Kholikov. (2021). ARCHAEOLOGICAL EXCAVATIONS AND 

SCIENTIFIC FINDINGS IN GENGHIS KHAN. World Bulletin of Social 

Sciences, 4(11), 85-88. 

4. Kholikov, Z. E. (2021). KARATEPA TOWN. Web of Scientist: International 

Scientific Research Journal, 2(11), 309-312. 

5. Kholikov, Z. E. (2021). Excavations at the Kushan Site Near the Defensive Wall of 

the Old Termez District. CENTRAL ASIAN JOURNAL OF SOCIAL SCIENCES 

AND HISTORY, 2(11), 19-22. 

6. Kholiqov, Z. E., & Temirova, M. A. (2020). The Medieval Pottery And Pottery Of 

Ancient Termez. The American Journal of Interdisciplinary Innovations and 

Research, 2(11), 160-163. 

7. Kholikov, Z. E. (2021). ARCHAEOLOGICAL EXCAVATIONS AND SCIENTIFIC 

FINDINGS IN GENGHIS KHAN. World Bulletin of Social Sciences, 4(11), 85-88. 

8. Kushokov, S. Y. (2021). The Role of Zoroastrianism in the Ancient State of Bactria. 

World Bulletin of Social Sciences, 4(11), 69-72.    

9. Yusupovich, K. S. (2020). The Emergence Of Religious Views Is Exemplified By 

The Southern Regions. The American Journal of Social Science and Education 

Innovations, 2(10), 143-145.       

10. Yusupovich, K. S. (2021). Қадимий Дафн Маросимларидаги Анъана 

Жараёнлари Ўзбекистон Жануби Мисолида. BARQARORLIK VA YETAKCHI 

TADQIQOTLAR ONLAYN ILMIY JURNALI, 1(6), 72-77.   

11. Сафарали, К. Ю. (2020). Чорвадор Қабилалар Дафн Маросимлари Ва 

Уларнинг Хусусиятлари. Взгляд В Прошлое, 3(4).   

12. Sattorova, M. D. (2018). PSYCHOLOGICAL PROPERTIES OF 

TOLERANCE. Форум молодых ученых, (6-1), 43-44. 



                                        
                                                                             ISSN: 2776-0995 Volume 3, Issue 12, Dec., 2022 

 

 

305 
 

13. Sattorova, M. (2022). DIAGNOSTICS OF SOCIAL TOLERANCE OF 

STUDENTS. Science and innovation, 1(B5), 526-528. 

14. Sattorova, M. (2020). Social tolerance is period demand. Scientific research 

results in pandemic conditions (COVID-19), 1(03), 150-152. 

15. Qizi, S. M. D. (2022). Socio-Psychological Views of Eastern Thinkers on Social 

Tolerance. EUROPEAN JOURNAL OF INNOVATION IN NONFORMAL 

EDUCATION, 2(3), 219-220. 

16. Erkinovna, N. D. (2021). Anxiety-as an emotional state. ACADEMICIA: An 

International Multidisciplinary Research Journal, 11(10), 2242-2245. 

17. Шарафутдинова, Х. Г., & Нормуминова, Д. Э. (2020). Преодоление 

тревожности с помощью когнитивно-поведенческой 

психотерапии. Педагогическое образование и наука, (1), 124-127. 

18. Sharafutdinova, K., & Normuminova, D. (2022). The role of cognitive 

psychotherapy in eliminating men and women's anxiety in the family. Web of 

Scientist: International Scientific Research Journal, 3(6), 1530-1535. 

19. Bobonazarovna, A. S. (2022). INTERPRETATION OF 

STUDENTS'PROFESSIONAL FORMATION AS A PSYCHOLOGICAL 

PROBLEM. EUROPEAN JOURNAL OF INNOVATION IN NONFORMAL 

EDUCATION, 2(4), 149-150. 

20. Almardonova, S. B. (2019). THE ROLE OF THINKING IN THE SPIRITUAL-

PSYCHOLOGICAL FORMATION OF PERSONALITY. Научные горизонты, (4), 

10-13. 

21. Алмарданова, С. Б. (2020). Роль семейных отношений в формировании 

нравственно-психологических качеств личности. European science, (3 (52)), 

115-117. 

22. Sharafutdinova, K. (2022). Advantages of focusing on positive psychology in 

eliminating destruction of family relations. Web of Scientist: International 

Scientific Research Journal, 3(6), 423-430. 

23. Sharafutdinova, K. (2022). APPLICATION OF PSYCHOLOGICAL 

METHODOLOGIES IN DIAGNOSIS OF PERSONAL DESTRUCTION. 

24. Шарафутдинова, Х. Г. (2021). OILADA DЕSTRUKTIV SHAXS 

XUSUSIYATLARI. Academic research in educational sciences, 2(11), 231-236. 

25. O'ralovna, J. G. (2022). Social Psychological Problems of Alienation. EUROPEAN 

JOURNAL OF INNOVATION IN NONFORMAL EDUCATION, 2(4), 204-206. 

26. Жумаева, Г. У. (2021). Психологические механизмы формирования 

профессиональных отношений будущего педагога. Достижения науки и 

образования, (4 (76)), 72-76. 

 


